
S H E R M A N  H O S P I T A L  R E P L A C E M E N T  C A M P U S 

This replacement hospital will include a six-story Patient Tower, a two-story Diagnostic and Treatment Center, Cancer Center and Emergency 

Department totaling 645,273 SF with 255 private patient beds and appropriate services.  One of the unique features of this project is the fifteen 

acre geothermal lake that will be used to heat and cool the facility in addition to being an aesthetic feature. The total project site is 154 acres.

C H O I C E  H E A LT H C A R E

We endeavor to discover quality improvements in the Healthcare delivery environment while consistently implementing the tried, tested, and 

proven solutions that sever to:

P R O V E N  E X P E R I E N C E

The Walsh Group has recently completed, or is in progress on, many healthcare projects throughout the Midwest. Last year we ranked as the 5th 

largest Healthcare General Contractor by Modern Healthcare Magazine.

D R I V I N G  D I R E C T I O N S  F R O M  C H I C A G O -  2325 F OX  L A N E  -  E LG I N ,  I L L I N O I S

E LG I N ,  I L L I N O I S

•  I-90 W/I-94 W/KENNEDY EXPY W 

• Keep LEFT to take I-90 W/JANE ADDAMS MEMORIAL 

  TOLLWAY via EXIT 43B toward O’HARE-ROCKFORD (Portions toll)

• Take the RANDALL RD exit

• Merge onto CR-34 S/N RANDALL RD via the ramp on the

  LEFT toward ELGIN  

• Turn LEFT onto FOX Lane

• End at 2325 FOX Lane

The Walsh Group, Ltd. is a 110–year old, family owned 

business in its fourth generation of leadership providing 

general contracting, construction management and 

design–build services. The Chicago–based company 

maintains a national presence within the industry 

through thirteen regional offices. The Walsh Group 

provides services through the operations of two 

subsidiaries: Walsh Construction Company and Archer 

Western Contractors, Ltd. The Walsh Group is consistently 

listed among the nation’s Top 20 Contractors in ENR’s 

Top 400.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VISITOR PARKING 
“LOOK FOR SIGNS 

INDICATING BUILDING 
ENTRANCE” 

MAIN ENTRANCE TO 
JOBSITE OFF FOX 

LANE 

• Enhance Operational Efficiency

• Conserve Capital

• Compel Staff Satisfaction

• Reduce Medical Error and Hospital 

Acquired  Infection

• Exercise Good Stewardship of all Resources
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The hospital is still under construction 
and scheduled to be completed in late 
2009. The geothermal system will not 
be turned on until Spring 2009, Worster 
said, but testing of the lake loop system 
has already taken place.

“We’ve pressure-tested the heat ex-
changers and piping in the lake to make 
sure there aren’t any leaks,” she said. “If 
a leak ever occurred, the anti-freeze so-
lution in the piping would have minimal 
impact on the environment. Any leakage 
would be minimal because the pressure 
gauges would immediately indicate a 
loss in pressure. Each heat exchanger 

has the ability to be floated back up to 
the surface for repairs.”

Worster also said the geothermal lake 
project offered some safety challenges.

“Because we were working on water, 
the crew needed special safety train-
ing,” she said. “Also, we had to abide 
by Mother Nature. If any lightning was 
spotted, the workers had to get out of 
the lake.”

Worster added that she was im-
pressed by dedication of the workers of 
United Association Plumbers & Pipefit-
ters Local 501, who took it upon them-
selves to learn more about the technol-
ogy involved in this project.

“They took classes on geothermal 
heat pump systems at the Local 501 
hall,” she said. “They were interested 
and they wanted to learn more. They 
would work a full day outside and then 
go to class after-hours.”

When the lake is finally completed, 
Worster said, it will be stocked with fish.

“It will truly be a natural ecosystem 
with fish and native plants,” she said.

Worster sees this project as the 
beginning of a greener future for the 
Midwest, and ultimately, the nation.

“More and more businesses are 
embracing green building,” she said. 
“Hopefully this project will inspire other 
businesses to pursue their own green 
solutions.” n

Sherman Health  
replacement hospital  
facts:
Location:	Elgin, Ill.
Cost: $310 million
Contractor: 
Walsh Construction Co.,  

construction manager
Mechanical, Inc.,  

geothermal HVAC contractor
KJWW, engineering
Lake: 15 acres, 17 feet deep
Completion: Testing on 
geothermal system in Spring 
2009, facility in late 2009


