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2017 Annual Conference Programs, Exhibits and Attendance Spell Success!

From the parking lot to the building envelope 
and just about everything inside – from lighting, 
power generation, infection control, regulatory, 
inspection and safety issues – the 2017 HESNI 
Annual Conference aimed to cover it all. It was all 
packaged inside a handy free digital app. More 
than 400 attended the two-day gathering, May 4-5, 
held at the NIU Conference Center in Naperville, 
IL. At the 17 seminars and presentations offered, 
they filled nearly every available seat. They staffed 
or visited more than 70 displays inside the exhibit 
halls. They exchanged introductions, ideas and lots 
of conversation while enjoying refreshments at the 
Thursday afternoon reception.

First to the podium, ASHE President Russell 
Harbaugh’s thoughtful keynote address portrayed the 
value of professional society membership against a 
backdrop illustrating today’s and tomorrow’s biggest 
challenges facing the health care facility management 
field. Attendees began the second day also inside 
the large auditorium. Day 2 kicked off on a lighter 
note as author and humorist Tom Britton peeled away 
the layers of fear wrapped around change to reveal 
something more positive and beneficial. His talk (and 
book title), “The Magic of Change,” showed how to put 
the power of change to work at work and in our lives. 

A double track of simultaneous one-hour 
seminars followed each day’s keynote talk letting 
participants choose from topics such as compliance 
of critical environments, data center management, 
capturing airborne contaminants, virtual reality, 
health care lighting, surgical suite design, power 
systems, new refrigerants, building design and 
commissioning lessons learned.

Exhibitors representing manufacturers, suppliers, 
representatives, architects, engineers and 
contractors were on hand in four locations. They 
described products and services common to health 
care facilities. Their colorful displays were staffed 
by experts who greeted guests and answered 
questions. It shouldn’t go without saying that “the 
success enjoyed at each annual conference would 
not be possible if not for the generous support from 
HESNI’s many sponsors and exhibitors.” Besides 
participating as exhibitors, several donated gift 
cards and other prizes that were awarded at the 
conclusion to guests who visited the most exhibits. 
The winners again received gift cards worth up to 
$500 and other valuable prizes. Congratulations to 
Scott Hagnar, Adventist Bolingbrook Hospital, our 
First Prize winner. 

Our special thanks go to the following companies 
that joined HESNI as contributors of prizes given 
away at this year’s exhibits contest:
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COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY • Saturday, May 13, 2017

HESNI volunteers join other Friends of the Chicago River to provide 
spring cleaning to our celebrated waterway.

Thanks to the following HESNI 
members and friends who joined 
hundreds more volunteers 
citywide for this environmental 
clean up day organized by the 
Friends of the Chicago River. 
They cleaned up trails and the 
riverbanks along the north branch 
of the river, beginning in the Irene 
Hernandez Picnic Area, at Foster 
Ave., and forging north to Bryn 
Mawr Ave. They filled a dozen 
bags with discarded plastic, 
glass, cans and other trash along 
the way. HESNI was a Tributary 
Sponsor in the project, and 
Leopardo Construction provided 
a delicious lunch afterwards 
for all of our hungry volunteers. 
Yum! Our special thanks go out 
to our event coordinators Wendy 
Peterson and Jessica Sherwood, 
to Leopardo, and to all our 
helpers.

Dione Carpenter  
(Access Community Health)

Scott Carroll, Andrew Burdett 
and Matt Willis (Service Master)

York Chan (Advocate Health Care)

Vickie Farina  
(CenterPoint Technology)

Doug Marks (Temperature 
Equipment Corp.) and  
Cindy Marks

Ryan Ollie (Advocate Health Care)

Wendy Peterson  
(Interior Investments)

Vince Shanahan (Kleen Air Corp.)

Jessica Sherwood and Joe 
Fracaso (Leopardo Construction)

Eric Vandenbroucke (IMEG Corp.) 
and Berit Vandenbroucke

Dear Wendy:

On behalf of the Friends of the Chicago River, I would like to thank you for your valuable participation and sponsorship of the 25th annual Chicago River Day.

Chicago River Day was a wonderful success, with families, youth groups, young professionals groups, mentorship programs, and the public all working side-by-side, along the river’s edge throughout the metropolitan area to make a direct impact on the health of the river. It was a beautiful day for removing debris, restoring river-edge trails, planting native plants, and for some, experiencing the river for the first time…
We could not do this day without HESNI’s support for our work on behalf of the Chicago River. We are truly grateful for your support and look forward to continuing our Chicago River Day partnership for years to come!

Sincerely,

Margaret Frisbie 
Executive Director
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CMS Issues Guidance on Emergency Preparedness Rule

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has released interpretive guidelines and survey 
procedures for the emergency preparedness rule that became effective in November 2016. Similar to 
how Life Safety Code® requirements have a set of corresponding K-Tags, the emergency preparedness 
requirements are listed in “E-Tags.”

CMS issued a Survey & Certification Group Memo outlining a new Appendix Z to the State Operations 
Manual. Appendix Z contains the E-Tags, interpretive guidance, and survey procedures. The full memo, 
which includes the appendix, is available at the CMS website. 

Organizations are expected to be in full compliance with the emergency preparedness rule by November 
15, 2017. Read the CMS memo.
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Capturing Airborne Contaminants Topic of August 17 Membership Meeting

Our next membership meeting presentation, “Novel Methods of Capturing 
Airborne Contamination And Pathogens in Hospitals,” follows and builds 
on new technology and ideas first presented by our speakers at HESNI’s 
Conference in May. The meeting is scheduled for 11:30 am on Thursday, Aug. 
17, at Aramark in Downers Grove. Register at www.hesni.org.

Typically, today’s air purification systems struggle to capture airborne 
contaminants and pathogens that can have a negative impact on the health 
of hospital patients. The dominant transport mechanisms that control the 
movement of these critical airborne contaminants prevent them from being 
transported to the filtration and purification systems within the HVAC 
system. Imagine now, a novel technology that would allow every patient 
in every ICU bed to reside in a cleanroom equivalent environment. The 

science of particle transport and transport mechanisms has led SecureAire 
to the development of Particle Control Technology. Originally developed 
for semiconductor cleanrooms, it provides the ability to reduce airborne 
contamination levels by up to 99%, and inactivate or kill captured but harmful 
pathogens, all without changing the design of current HVAC systems.

This presentation will review particle control technology and the clinical 
impact of its implementation. A direct correlation between the reduction of 
airborne contamination and the reduction of hospital-acquired infections 
has already begun. We welcome back our presenters, Dr. Mark Ereth, MD, 
Emeritus professor of Anesthesiology at Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, 
and Don Hess, chief technical officer for SecureAire, LLC.
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MEMBER OF THE YEAR: For the Veteran and Friend He’s Been

When Craig McKenzie introduced 
him as HESNI’s Member of the 
Year in 2017 at the crowded Annual 
Conference reception in May, LaMar 
Davis couldn’t help feeling a little 
more honored as he stood next to 
the same president that presided 
over the first HESNI meeting he’d 
ever attended. That was in 1992, a 
quarter century earlier! It wasn’t long 
after LaMar’s graduation from the 
University of Illinois and his first job 
at the Cook County Hospital.

Having said that, it wouldn’t be 
practical to list every reason for the 
selection. It shouldn’t take too many 
words to explain why. LaMar’s long 

association with HESNI is populated 
with many examples of exemplary 
service: as a past president, board 
member (and trustee when the 
title was used in the early years), 
committee chair and highly active 
participant at every event. In every 
instance, he has volunteered 
his time, ideas, professionalism 
and hard work — never without 
an equally generous amount of 
friendship. LaMar’s contributions 
have been mirrored at the national 
level, where he has served on ASHE 
committees for Sustainability and 
Succession Planning. Currently he is 
a member of ASHE’s Real Estate and 

Education Subcommittee.

Today LaMar is the Director of 
Facilities and Support Services for 
the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab (formerly 
known as Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago), a position he’s held since 
the new facility came on board in the 
past year. He lives at the River City 
Marina in Chicago’s South Loop with 
his wife Aletha. Their family includes 
three adult children. In the warmer 
half of the year when he finds the 
time, Captain LaMar likes to exit 
River City’s back door and cruise 
along the Chicago River aboard his 
powerboat.President Craig McKenzie introduces 

LaMar Davis as 2017 Member of the Year.

54th Annual ASHE Conference Coming to Indianapolis

Plan to attend the ASHE Annual Conference and Technical Exhibition, August 6-9 in nearby Indianapolis, to network with professionals in 
the field and get the information you need to thrive and survive in the new health care climate. More than 3,300 industry professionals 
are expected to attend from around the country. The Conference sessions will showcase thought-provoking research and presentations 
that focus on compliance strategies, operational excellence, leadership, management development, and other topics affecting health 
care facility professionals. View an online program schedule and descriptions and other information. 

http://hesni.org
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AFFILIATE MEMBER OF THE YEAR: The Rich Rapacki Resource

Rich Rapacki is a joiner, it can be recognized, as 
a member of a number of professional groups 
besides HESNI. He is also a doer, it becomes 
apparent, by the level of participation he has 
brought and the number of years he has stuck 
around in each. One of the earliest members in 
HESNI, Rich remembers when meetings drew only 
a dozen people before disbanding temporarily, 
some years ago, and he returned to witness the 
eventual rise of HESNI to its current membership 
approaching 500. These are some of the reasons 
why he is our Affiliate Member of the Year.

Besides HESNI, Rich has been an active 
member of the American Society for Healthcare 
Engineering (ASHE), American Society of Safety 
Engineers (ASSE), American Industrial Hygiene 
Association, and the International Facility 
Management Association (IFMA). Whether through 
service in committee work or simply attending 
every event he can, he has used the time to get to 
know other members and expand his network of 
professional contacts.

Rich realized that membership not only expands 
one’s access to a wider array of expertise and 
help but also gives you the chance to contribute 
yourself – to help others answer questions or 

solve problems, to become a resource to fellow 
members. This path he’s followed with every group. 
“I like coming to meetings, doing things as much 
as I can,” Rich said. They are never viewed as sales 
events, but opportunities to meet and get to know 
as many others in your field that you can, and let 
that opportunity help you grow professionally 
year after year. “High pressure doesn’t work (and 
isn’t welcome), not here or in other organizations,” 
he reasoned. “You have to be a resource to the 
organization.” By helping others solve problems, 
they learn who you are, what you know and what 
you can do. That has a way of leading them back 
when they need your help the next time.

Rich worked for an environmental contracting 
firm before joining Aires 24 years ago helping 
the consulting organization develop their health 
safety and environmental consulting business. 
Their hospital expertise and services range 
from indoor air quality, hospital gas monitoring, 
environmental reporting, OSHA compliance, 
asbestos consulting and other areas.

Rich lives with his wife Sandy, a kindergarten 
teacher, in a big house in LaGrange with two large 
golden retrievers. They have four adult children 
and five grandchildren.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

MEMBERS

Tim Bassett 
Advocate Health Care

Erick George 
Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical 
Center

Jeffrey Henne 
Penn Medicine

Tom Scanlon 
Rush University Medical

Carol Simpson 
Northwestern Memorial 
Healthcare

Anthony Smith 
Advocate Christ Medical Center

Sekani Williams 
St. Mary Medical Center

AFFILIATE MEMBERS

Paul Gleason 
H-O-H Water Technology

Kent Locke 
Bailey Edward Design, Inc.

Jason McGuire 
Nelson Insulation Co.

Doug Sitton 
Sitton Energy Solutions

ASHE Collecting Energy and Water Survey Data

The American Society for Healthcare Engineering is collecting data for 
the Energy and Water Survey, designed by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). The EPA plans to use the data to help update Energy Star 
benchmarks. ASHE states that the responses will help to ensure that 
benchmarks accurately reflect the health care field and may provide the 
necessary data to recertify medical office buildings. Respondents can earn 
up to 10 contact hours in continuing education credits for completing the 
survey. (from Health Facilities Management, an AHA publication)

AUGUST 28 IVANHOE GOLF OUTING ITINERARY

6:00 am — Registration and range open. 
Continental breakfast.

7:00 am — Shotgun start for morning flight 
of golfers

11:30 am — Registration for second flight 
and range opens

Noon-1:30 pm — Luncheon – Bar Open

1:30 pm — Shotgun start for afternoon 
flight of golfers

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm  — Cocktails and 
appetizers
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We thank you 2017 Sponsors

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS 
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We thank you 2017 Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS 

 
 
 

          DP SYSTEMS 
AIR FILTRATION PRODUCTS 
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