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August Membership Meeting: How to Bring Patient Areas to Clean Room-Like Air Purity

Even with the advanced HVAC filtration and 
purification systems found in today’s modern 
hospitals removing airborne contaminants is a 
difficult, often incomplete task. That’s because 
airborne particles must travel to filters for removal 
— and due to their size, shape, density and ambient 
air movement, some pathogens settle or remain 
suspended in air. Therefore, their transfer must be 
controlled. These were key among the challenges 
faced by a new technology that may yield 
significant improvements in particulate removal 
and cleaner, safer patient environments. Borrowing 
from technology developed for semiconductor clean 
rooms, it aspires to reduce contamination levels 

up to 99% without changing current HVAC system 
design. 

This technology was first described at a 2017 
Annual Conference seminar and more recently at 
HESNI’s August 17 Membership Meeting. Dr. Mark 
Ereth, MD, Emeritus professor of Anesthesiology 
at Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, and Frank 
Stamatatos, SecureAire, LLC revisited the topic 
for the 70 members who attended the afternoon 
meeting at the Aramark Conference Center in 
Downers Grove. (Download their presentation.) 

There was plenty of time to meet and greet 
everyone during lunch before the talk and afterward 

at the social hour reception in the lounge area. 
We are grateful to our presenters and everyone 
who attended. We also extend our thanks to the 
following sponsors who helped make the event 
possible. 

HESNI members (left to right) Laura Ludwig (SSRCx), Sam Daou (Controlled 
Environment T&B, Inc.) and Donnley Phillips (Holy Cross Hospital) converse at the 
reception that followed the meeting.

Dr. Mark Ereth, MD, describes new particle control method at 
the August 17 Membership Meeting.

Frank Stomatatos, SecureAire, LLC
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Seminar Helps Members Prepare for CHFM Exam

ASHE listed more than 90 CHFM 
certificate holders in Illinois in 
the past year. We expect that 
number to rise again soon and 
include most, if not all, of the 24 
individuals who attended HESNI’s 
CHFM Preparatory Seminar on 
Friday, October 6. The all-day 
program held at Aramark was 
offered to help them prepare for 
the Certified Healthcare Facility 
Manager qualification exam. The 
seminar reviewed segments of the 
comprehensive test, identifying 
topics and questions that are 
likely to appear. While the actual 
exam was not included, exam fee 
waivers provided by ASHE were 
raffled off to four lucky winners. 
A continental breakfast and lunch 
were provided.   

Tom Stewart, MBA, SASHE, 
CHFM, CHC, conducted the 
seminar. Tom works with MSL 
Healthcare Partners providing 
healthcare facilities consultation 

services. Prior to this, he was the 
Corporate Director of Facilities 
for a three-hospital system in 
southern Illinois. The former ASHE 
Region V director is also a founder 
of the Southern Illinois Chapter for 
Healthcare Engineering.

This program is one of HESNI’s 
ongoing series of special exam 
preparation seminars offered 
to help members obtain ASHE’s 
CHFM, CHSP and more recently 
CHC certifications. The seminars 
are subsidized by HESNI as a 
membership benefit, enabling 
participants to receive this 
valuable training at a greatly 
reduced cost. HESNI plans to 
repeat the CHFM seminar in the 
fall 2018 and offer the CHC prep 
seminar in the spring. Watch for 
details.

http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org
https://twitter.com/HESNI_Chicago
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Election of 2018 HESNI Officers 
Underway

Election for some of HESNI’s leaders in 2018 has begun. Have 
you voted yet? The following nominees were listed in a recent 
email sent to members with instructions how to vote online. 
Vote for candidates on the ballot or write in new names. 
Nominees to fill vacancies in 2018 include:

Kurt Martz, CHFM, President-Elect

Craig McKenzie, CHFM, Immediate Past President

Herman McKenzie, MBA, CHSP, Legacy Chair

Gary Larson, MBA, CHFM, CHC, Membership Chair

Jim Campanile, LEED-AP, CHC, CHSP, Networking Chair

Donnley Phillips, CHFM, CHSP, Advocacy Chair

Brittany Remec, CHFM, was appointed to serve as Secretary 
and Robert Gunville as Programs Chair in 2018, filling 
vacancies in both terms that began last year. 

Officers and board members serve two-year terms that are 
staggered in odd and even years. All HESNI members are 
entitled to vote. The ballot also includes a few brief survey 
questions to help determine the society’s future course. Your 
feedback is important so please share your suggestions. It 
should only take a couple minutes to cast your ballot. The 
deadline for voting is December 15, 2017. Members who have 
not already done so, may use this link to complete the brief 
ballot.

HESNI Earns ASHE’s Platinum Elite Status

At its quarterly meeting, HESNI Board Members display the plaque marking the 
chapter’s selection as one of ASHE’s Platinum Elite affiliate chapters in 2016. The 
highest-level award recognizes achievements in keys areas of operation as well as 
representation in the Energy to Care program among member health care facilities. 
(Left to right) are Mark Hanicits, Donnley Phillips, Craig McKenzie, LaMar Davis 
(former director and past president), Wendy Peterson, Jim Campanile, Brittany 
Remec, Vince Shanahan, Kurt Martz and Ryan Ollie (not present, director Dave 
Dierking).

http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org/survey.php?id=17
http://hesni.org/survey.php?id=17
https://twitter.com/HESNI_Chicago
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Golfers Get Day in the Sun (and rain) at Ivanhoe Course

The early summer morning hours of August 28th started like most at the 
Ivanhoe Club in Mundelein, as the sun warmed the vanishing dew. The quiet 
also gave way as guests arrived for HESNI’s Annual Golf Outing. By 7am the 
morning round of roughly 140 golfers were geared up and pointing their carts 
across the broad green fairways. At the first tee their journey began. The next 
few hours likely provided plenty of challenges, hazards, surprises and a few 
lost balls. However, the summer sky, fresh air and beautiful surroundings 
kept everyone feeling, above it all, relaxed. Beyond the 18th hole, a lavish 
lunch awaited everyone inside Ivanhoe’s ornate banquet hall. When the food 
was eaten and dishes cleaned away, a fresh set of golfers headed for the tees 
and the afternoon round was ready to go.

As the afternoon temperatures climbed so did the competition level creating 
enough heat, in fact, that it took a late afternoon thunderstorm to cool things 
off and send many golfers running for cover. They found safe haven at the 
clubhouse, which welcomed everyone back with refreshments and cocktails. 

We thank our 280 guests at this year’s Annual Golf Outing. This day was for 
them. Our special thanks go to Colleen Murphy (Reed Construction) and 
Leann Dockins (IMEG) for their help with registration. Hats off also to Tim 
Shanahan (Kleen Air Corp.) whose expert planning and coordination made 
the day happen. Our thanks also go out to Greg Gehrke for his generous help 
furnishing refreshments later in the day. View photo gallery

http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org/gallery.php?id=37
https://twitter.com/HESNI_Chicago
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The Call Is Out for 2018 Conference Presenters 

SEND YOUR ABSTRACT(S) BY JANUARY 1ST

HESNI is seeking abstracts describing possible seminars at the 2018 HESNI Annual Conference, May 10-11, 2018, at the 
NIU Conference Center in Naperville, IL. 

How much information is required for abstracts? You should be the best judge of that. At this time, the selection committee 
is mainly interested in ideas – so simply summarize your topic. In 1 or 2 pages, your abstract should describe your 
presentation title, key themes and take away points, speaker biography and contact information. The 2018 conference 
theme is “Staying Connected.” The theme will remind everyone of the need to keep the patient environment and experience 
in focus and at the center of all we do to maintain and improve our health care facilities. The selection committee will be 
looking at how ideas might relate to the conference theme. Past topics have addressed regulatory changes, infection 
control, energy management, new technology, and building planning, design, construction and maintenance. 

Presentations should last 60 minutes with time allotted for questions. Don’t miss this opportunity to be selected as a 
Conference seminar presenter. Email questions and abstracts by January 1, 2018, to programs@hesni.org.  

Get Your Motor Running…

Do you think you are FAST? How about FUN? Find out which (and how much) of both best 
describe you when the annual HESNI Half-Fast Cup indoor race returns on January 18 to the 
K1 Race Track in Addison. Mark this date on your calendar today and sign up when registration 
opens soon. Racers and spectators will be needed.

http://hesni.org
http://hesni.org
mailto:programs@hesni.org
https://twitter.com/HESNI_Chicago
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PDC Going to Nashville in 2018

ASHE’s 2018 PDC Summit will take place 
March 25-28, in Nashville. Hosted also 
by the American Hospital Association, 
Academy of Architecture for Health, 
and American College of Healthcare 
Architects, the event gathers leaders 
in health care planning, design, and 
construction. Complementing education 

sessions on construction, safety, regulatory compliance and patient 
wellness are exhibits and networking opportunities. Network with 
top industry professionals in the field and get the information you 
need to maximize value in the health care built environment. For 
registration details.

Get Answers to Questions About CMS 
Requirements

Do you have a question regarding the 
new CMS emergency preparedness 
requirements? If so, you may submit it 
online to ASHE, who will be answering 

frequently asked questions to help healthcare facility managers 
understand the new requirements. Submit your emergency 
management question.

Members in the News: Gold Award Bestowed on 
Shirley Ryan AbilityLab

Congratulations to designers, builders and current inhabitants of the new 
Shirley Ryan AbilityLab, recipient of the annual Gold Award for design by 
Modern Healthcare magazine. Announcing the top award, the publication singled 
out the 27-story tower as “the first-ever translational research hospital where 
clinicians and scientists work alongside patients.” Also noted were the prominent 
bright and bold colors in each of its five ability lab spaces, all designed to 
inspire hopefulness among patients who spend an average 3 weeks of hard work 
overcoming physical disabilities. We’re sure everyone connected with the new 
facility shares the pride in this honor, including HESNI members and AbilityLab 
staffers LaMar Davis and Brittany Remec, as well as HDR’s Abigail Clary, 
principal design team member. The Shirley Ryan AbilityLab, which replaced 
downtown’s Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, opened downtown in March, a 
few months after HESNI’s September 2016 tour (pictured) inside the facility.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

MEMBERS

Jeff Clarkson 
Advocate Health Care

Jose Feliciano 
Advocate Health Care

Shannon Keegan 
Sinai Health System

AFFILIATE MEMBERS

Joe St. Pierre 
Airway Systems, Inc.

How Can You Benefit from an ASHE 
Membership?

ASHE members represent a diverse group 
of professionals who work to optimize the 
health care physical environment. When 
you join ASHE, you gain access to a robust 
network some 12,000 professionals 

who are passionate about delivering safe and effective patient care 
environments. Plus, you will have access to several trusted resources 
to further enhance your experience as a professional working in health 
care. If you are not already an ASHE member, maybe it’s time to look into 
the possibilities and benefits of membership.

2018 Calendar of Events

At its annual strategic planning meeting in October, the HESNI Board of 
Directors set the following tentative schedule for 2018 events. Please 
add these dates to your calendar. We’ll have more to say about these 
activities as the dates draw nearer. So stay tuned.

Thursday, January 18 
HESNI Half-Fast Cup Indoor Race

Thursday, February 15 
Membership Meeting

March 25-28 
2018 ASHE PDC Summit

Friday, April 7 
CHC Preparatory Seminar

Thursday & Friday, May 10-11 
2018 HESNI Annual Conference

May 2018  
(Date to be Determined) 
Community Service Day

June 2018  
(Date to be Determined) 
Members Social Event

July 15-18 
55th ASHE Annual Conference

Monday, August 27 
Annual Golf Outing

Thursday, September 13 
Membership Meeting

October 26, 2017 
Educational Seminar: NFPA Update

November 2018  
(Date to be Determined) 
CHFM Preparatory Seminar
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NOW Is the Best Time to Become a HESNI Sponsor!

HESNI’s Annual Conference and membership meetings where healthcare 
facility managers and professional affiliates come together to network and 
hear educational presentations; CHFM, CHSP or CHC exam preparatory 
seminars; social and networking activities like the indoor race in the winter 
and golf in the summer: All these events and more will return in 2018. They 
are made possible with the generous support of HESNI’s many corporate 
sponsors (listed in this newsletter).

We’ve begun signing up sponsors for 2018 and hope you’ll support HESNI 
as either a new or ongoing sponsor. It’s not too early to get on board. When 
the new year begins, your company will be first in line to gain full exposure 
to the healthcare facility management public and all the other benefits 
you’ll get as a HESNI sponsor. Visit us online for a description of sponsor 
packages and opportunities — and what each one does for you. There are 
three levels of sponsorship — Platinum, Gold and Silver — and they come 
with these premiums:

• Your sponsorship will include 1-2 paid foursomes at the annual golf outing 
(each valued at $2,000). This savings incentive draws lot of sponsors, 
causing this event to sell out long before it occurs. The 2018 Golf Outing is 
planned for August 27.

• Pays for and reserves tabletop exhibit space at HESNI’s Annual Conference 
(sells separately for $1,200) — in the best exhibit locations. Exhibit floor 
locations are assigned according to sponsorship level and enrollment date.

• Sponsoring companies receive recognition at HESNI events, in 
publications and online throughout the year at HESNI’s website. 

• Sponsorship plans also include one or more paid professional affiliate 
memberships (valued at $250 each).

While membership in HESNI has its benefits, it makes even more sense to 
become a HESNI Corporate Sponsor when you add up the cost of all the 
above premiums. 

Visit us online for a description of contents of sponsor packages and costs. 
Annual sponsorships may be purchased online. Write sponsorship@hesni.
org for more information.

DON’T WAIT TOO 
LONG TO APPLY OR 

RENEW. DON’T LOSE 
OUT IN 2018! 
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We thank you 2017 Sponsors

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS 
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We thank you 2017 Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS 

 
 
 

          DP SYSTEMS 
AIR FILTRATION PRODUCTS 
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