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HESNI Annual Conference Returns May 7-8

WHAT LIES

AHEAD?
ANNUAL CONFERENCE • MAY 7–8

The 2020 Annual Conference is coming May 7-8 to the NIU Conference Center in Naperville, IL. Mark these dates on your calendar now and plan to attend both days.
Numerous seminars will run on two tracks. The Conference will open with the keynote presentation provided by motivational speaker Jonathan Fanning. Exhibitors
will display scores of products and services for designing, building and operating leading-edge hospitals and other healthcare facilities. From code compliance,
infection prevention, and new technology, for example, opportunities will abound for facility and project managers, safety professionals and plant personnel for
self-improvement while finding new ways to improve your organization’s operation, performance and patient experience. We hope you’ll attend and be among this
gathering of experts under one roof. Discover answers to the question that’s on every manager’s mind: WHAT LIES AHEAD? Relax and network with your professional
peers at the Day 1 afternoon reception.
Visit www.hesni.org for more information as new details will be added in the weeks leading up to the Conference. Make your reservation soon!
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Members Get Ready for CHFM Exam

On December 13, HESNI helped another 26 healthcare facility
professionals in and outside the Chicago area prepare themselves
to sit for the intensive Certified Healthcare Facility Manager (CHFM)
exam. HESNI hosted the all-day ASHE Certified Healthcare Facility
Manager (CHFM) preparatory seminar at the Aramark Conference
Center in Downers Grove, IL.

www.hesni.org

HESNI Volunteers Prep for 2020 Chicago River Day
The Annual Chicago River Day is coming Saturday, May 9, and HESNI’s
community service crew of volunteers will again join hundreds of other Friends
of the Chicago River who will be sprucing things up at numerous sites where
our historical waterway winds through the Chicago area. We are excited to
be returning to Big Marsh Park to continue the work we began last year.
HESNI is calling all volunteers — new and old, friends and family (kids 8 and
older) — all are welcome to help develop this new recreational area. We will
remove unwanted trash, add new plants and whatever else can help give this
shoreline a bright, happy and healthy face! All volunteers are invited to a picnic
lunch before going home, courtesy of Leopardo Construction. Every volunteer
will also receive a free Friends of the Chicago River t-shirt. Big Marsh Park is
located at 11559 S. Stony Island Ave., in southeast Chicago.
Online registration is free. Click on the link. Enter “HESNI” as your company
name. You’ll be sent additional information about the event. For more details.

ASHE faculty member Dave Dagenais, CHSP, CHFM, FASHE, led
the instruction, walking everyone through the exam application
process, content areas to prepare for, and pitfalls to avoid. Dave is
the Director of Plant Operations and Safety Officer at WentworthDouglass Hospital in Dover, NH. He was joined in the classroom
by fellow ASHE faculty member York Chan. This ASHE seminar was
provided at a steep discount to HESNI members. While the exam
was not included, HESNI raffled exam fee waivers (a $275 value) to
four lucky winners.

p3

 i

www.hesni.org

March 2020 Newsletter

2020 Starts with a Roar and a Smash!

Angelica Temple, Advocate Aurora Health, feels the need for speed.

Whether strapped into the driver’s seat of a race car or at the
throwing line inside the axe-throwing cage or sitting back and
watching the action, everyone found plenty of fun and excitement at
HESNI’s annual Half-Fast Cup Race, held January 14 at the Accelerate
Indoor Speedway in Mokena, IL. We thank all who attended as well
as our generous event and refreshment sponsors: F.E. Moran Fire
Protection, Skender, J.C. Restoration, Inc. and CANNONDESIGN.
Meeting the checkered flag and crossing the finish line first was
Craig McKenzie. He was followed by Dave Dastur and Kurt Martz.
Cedric Everett, North Shore University Health System, finds the bull’s eye!
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A Letter from the Past President: Mark Hanicits, 2019 HESNI President
As my time as President of HESNI has come to an end, I would like
to take this opportunity to reflect on some of the exciting moments
our HESNI Chapter has shared and thank all of the people who
made them possible.
For the two-day Annual HESNI Conference, our “Drive the Future”
theme set a spirited pace for the conference, offering a lineup
of great educational seminars and exhibits along with a photo
opportunity seated inside a retired Indy race car. The latter
was trucked in from Indianapolis by Ross Williams, ARTEC
Environmental. After the conference we were back at it the following
week, bringing a large group of volunteers to “Chicago River Day” to
perform landscaping and cleanup work at the “Big Marsh Park” in
the far southeast part of Chicago. Our success here was due to the
wonderful members and friends who dedicated their time to help
enhance this new nature preserve. HESNI offered two great social
events during the summer, a Day at the Races at Arlington Park Track
in June and annual Golf Outing in August. While the weather did not
cooperate in the case of the latter, everyone still had a good time
at the beautiful Ivanhoe Club. Overall, I’d say that we had a lot of
success this year with record high turnouts at all our events in 2019,
both educational and social.
Once again, our HESNI Chapter was awarded the Platinum Elite
Level status at the 2019 ASHE Annual Conference in Baltimore. This
is the highest level of achievement available to ASHE Chapters.
It was an honor to be a part of this achievement. Speaking of
achievements, I would like to give a special shout out to our special
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HESNI member, York Chan, who was awarded the Crystal Eagle
Leadership Award, ASHE’s lifetime achievement award. Well done
York!
I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to everyone on the
HESNI Board. Their tireless efforts and rock-hard dedication
continue to keep our HESNI Chapter strong and on a true course. I
would also like to say thank you to our many generous sponsors.
Without their continued support HESNI could not maintain the
high-level seminars and other programs delivered to our members.
Finally, THANK YOU for being a HESNI member. You are the leaders
and innovators in the healthcare field, and I am honored to be
included in such an outstanding group of men and women.
I would like to again introduce our 2020-2021 HESNI President,
Mr. Kurt Martz. Kurt has been an accomplished HESNI member
for many years and has performed his various roles within the
organization with the utmost integrity and precision. Kurt, the Ship
is yours!
I have been honored to be your President. The Healthcare
Engineers Society of Northern Illinois is filled with the best
and brightest members. I am truly impressed by all of you. The
dedication you show to your field, continued education and shared
ideas with fellow members is inspiring. It is each of you that make
our HESNI Chapter so remarkable. I was truly privileged to oversee
such a dedicated organization. I will always cherish the memories
of this time
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Ryan Ollie: Our 2019 Member of the Year
Around the same time that ASHE launched its Energy to Care program
encouraging and supporting hospitals to lower their energy costs Ryan Ollie
joined HESNI. He heard about HESNI from York Chan and Craig McKenzie
among other colleagues at Advocate Health Care. Their enthusiastic talk of the
education programs and other ways HESNI was providing value to members
led Ryan to join. “I was new to healthcare and this was a great way to get my
feet wet,” he said.
HESNI was not only a good fit for Ryan, as it turned out; he was a great
addition to HESNI. HESNI’s Energy Sustainability Committee needed someone
with an energy background to take charge of the newly formed group whose
first goal was to enroll and organize Chicago-area healthcare facilities in
the Energy to Care initiative. It didn’t take Ryan too long to achieve the goal,
getting more than 20 hospitals and healthcare facilities on board in his first
couple years. His efforts were soon recognized by ASHE, which awarded
HESNI a 1st Place honor in the program’s new Chapter Challenge competition.
A large trophy presented by ASHE President Brad Taylor in 2018 was one of
the honors bestowed on HESNI for Ryan’s hard work and success. It is for this
reason, and other contributions since, that Ryan Ollie was named HESNI’s
2019 Member of the Year. One of HESNI’s Board members since joining five
years ago, Ryan became President-Elect in 2020.
Advocate Aurora Health was Ryan’s introduction to healthcare facilities,
following a few years’ experience as a mechanical engineer. He earned an
ME degree from University of Michigan and later added a Master’s degree in
Energy Engineering from the University of Illinois at Chicago. Ryan now serves
as Manager of Operations, Facilities, at Advocate Condell Medical Center in
Libertyville, IL.
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Ryan’s volunteer work has more recently expanded into the national arena
where he currently serves on ASHE’s new Operational Excellence Committee,
which seeks new opportunities to promote excellence within members’
healthcare facilities. “We brainstorm and research new ideas, then seek
funding,” Ryan said. In 2018, Ryan was named ASHE’s Region 5 Leader, an
award that recognizes exceptional individuals from each ASHE region.
Ryan is a Chicagoland native who currently resides in Evanston, IL. Outside
of work, Ryan is committed to his fiancé Sophia whom he plans to marry
in the summer. As HESNI’s Member of the Year Ryan will receive a lifetime
membership and limited reimbursement for registration and travel to a future
ASHE Annual Conference.

Ryan Ollie (right) and Kurt Martz hold the Chapter Challenge Cup presented at HESNI’s 2018
Conference by (left) ASHE President Brad Taylor.
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September 12 Meeting: Delnor Hospital
Talk & Tour Introduces New ORs
The September 12 quarterly meeting welcomed members to the
new surgery addition building at Northwestern Medicine Delnor
Hospital. Following a hot lunch provided by our hosts a panel
of key presenters talked about the architectural, engineering,
construction phases and new technologies to be employed in
the facility. Splitting into smaller groups afterward, members
embarked on a guided tour of the new facility’s operating rooms,
recovery room, waiting area and mechanical room.
We thank the following panel members, presenters and guides:
Ray Wojkovich, Vice President Healthcare, Bulley & Andrews
Mark Ristow, Senior Project Manger, Bulley & Andrews
Tom Jacobs, Project Manager, Planning, Design & Construction,
Northwestern Medicine
David Mikos, Principal, Anderson Mikos Architects, Ltd.
Matt Mears, Associate Principal, IMEG (Structural and MEP
Engineers)
A special thanks goes out to Robert Stahr, Bulley & Andrews, for
arranging and coordinating this special outing.
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Save Money While You Learn at ASHE Education Showcase
The ASHE Education Showcase is coming to Chicago and has multiple educational opportunities for HESNI members to sign up at a discounted rate. Please take
a look at the current education workshops and visit the ASHE web site to register. When registering, feel free to use promo code “ASHECHAPTER” to receive a
discounted rate. These full-day programs last for one or more days offering in-depth knowledge and discussion. All also provide advanced education contact
hours. Click on title links for information on program length, description, cost and other details.
Register at: https://www.ashe.org/ashe-academy#showcase
June 29-30, 2020 | Chicago, IL

September 1-2, 2020 | Chicago, IL

December 2 & 3, 2020 | Chicago, IL

June 29
Physical Environment Survey Readiness: LS
Module

September 1
Applications of NFPA 99 in Health Care Facilities
- Medical Gas Systems

December 2
Application of NFPA 99 in Health Care Facilities Medical Gas Systems

June 30
Mitigating Infection Risks During Construction

September 2
Physical Environment Survey Readiness: EC
Module

December 3
Mitigating Infection Risks during Construction

How You Can Benefit from ASHE Membership
ASHE members represent a diverse group of professionals who work to optimize the healthcare physical environment.
When you join ASHE, you gain access to a robust network of 12,000 professionals who are passionate about delivering
safe and effective patient care environments. Plus, you will have access to several trusted resources to further enhance
your experience as a professional working in health care. If you are not already an ASHE member, maybe it’s time to look
into the possibilities and benefits of membership.
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Welcome to Our Newest Members
FULL MEMBERS
Dominique Easley
Crothall Healthcare
David Hehemann
Lurie Children’s Hospital
Luc Hergott
Advocate Aurora Health
Sylvester Hickey
Cook County

Rachel Hutzel
North Shore Evanston Hospital
/ Aramark
Jetmira Ibraimi
Advocate Aurora Health
Keith Janus
JLL
Shannon Keegan
OSF Little Company of Mary
Medical Center

Paul Konney
Stroger Hospital

Brian Myers
Mercyhealth

Michael Urbanczyk
Kindred Chicago Central

Richard Lambert
Mercyhealth

Brian Power
Advocate Illinois Masonic

Chad Lesiewicz
Mercy Health System

Gideon Robbin
Advocate Aurora Health

Amy Van Aalst
Lurie Children’s Hospital of
Chicago

Cyril Lyon
Mercyhealth

Seth Shelly
Mercyhealth

Ryan McGrath
Lurie Children’s Hospital

Angelica Temple
Advocate Aurora Health

Dave Watkins
Advocate Aurora Health

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATES
Kevin Connor
Automated Logic

David Haas
Miracle Method

Ryan Johnson
Clayton Industries

Mark Tortorello
W.W. Grainger, Inc.

John DiBuono
Air Filter Engineers

Jillian Hedenschoug
AQUIS

Andrew Schantz
Affiliated Engineers Inc

John Zachara
Integrated Facilities Solutions, Inc.

Website Update: When You Have to Log In
Except for the Annual Conference in the spring, typically attendance at all HESNI events is limited to current members. It
also requires online pre-registration while logged in at the website. Most members already know how to enter the “Member
Area”; however, at some time you may still have difficulty logging in. If repeated attempts are unsuccessful, the best cure
may be to create a new password. Here’s how to do it:
At the bottom of the log-in box, click on the “Forgot Username/Password?” link. In the next screen enter your email
address and press the SUBMIT button. An email will be sent to your address with another link that will bring you back to the
webpage where you can reset your password. That’s all it takes. For help logging in, please email membership@hesni.org.
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We Thank You Sponsors
PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
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We Thank You Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS
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